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STAINED GLASS 
WINDOWS 

 

By Julie Garro 

 

Ecclesiastes 11:7 

“Light is sweet, and it pleases the eyes to see the sun.” 

 

Streaming rays from the sun light up nature in such a way that colors become more 
vibrant. On cloudy days the colors of nature are more subtle and muted. That’s because 
light is the presence of all color, so everything that the sunlight touches becomes more 
brilliant.  

Occasionally it appears that we can actually see rays of sunshine. We notice the sun’s 
rays filtering through tree branches, or jumping out from behind clouds. We feel warmed 
when we see light streaming through windows, and stained glass in particular. The sun 
shines through these majestic pieces of art making them glow, and spread color 
wherever the sunlight falls. 

Making stained glass is a lengthy and involved process. To make glass, you start with a 
few dull and ordinary ingredients: 

 Sand 
 Soda ash or sodium carbonate – used in detergents and  swimming pools 
 Lime – a specific type of sedimentary rock containing high levels of calcium or 

magnesium carbonate. 
 

In other words, dirt is used to make glass. 

These common ingredients are melted together at high temperatures until the mixture 
become a syrupy mass. The glass is poured out into sheets or molds. When the syrup 
cools it becomes glass. 

Creating glass is just the first step in the process of making stained glass windows. 
Colored glass is made by adding chemicals into the mix of sand, soda ash, and lime. 
Particular chemicals create specific colors of glass. Amber or brown glass gets its color 
from iron sulphide. Iron-chromite creates shades of green; cobalt makes beautiful 
shades of blue. Nickel will give the glass a violet color and selenium will make red glass. 

To add color, we’re adding more dirt into the mix. 
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Acts 4:13: Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they 
were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they 

had been with Jesus. 
 

Do you ever feel ordinary? Or has something happened that makes you feel like dirt? 
Perhaps there is unconfessed sin in your life. Often we feel like we are nothing special. 
A major issue or crisis comes along and we feel like dirt is being thrown at us and we 
are tossed about. Then we are exposed to enormous heat and poured out. When things 
finally cool off we find that something beautiful has happened in our lives to change us 
for the better. 

The process of making stained glass windows doesn’t end with being poured out into 
sheets of colored glass. The pieces of colored glass need to be put together. The artist 
has a design in mind. He sees different colors of glass and uses a sharp saw to cut the 
pieces according to his vision. Then he arranges them artfully into a specific design. 

Pieces of stained glass do not stand up without a strong framework. The artist uses 
strips of metal and solder to attach the pieces together. The solder is very hot. 

 

Psalm 103:14 “For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust.” 

 

It hurts to be cut, trimmed, and shaped. It feels like another trial. But that trial is part of 
the process to be turned into a work of art. Sometimes we are in situations that we feel 
like we are getting burned. We think we are getting closer to our goal, but we seem to 
be getting burned in the process. We need a strong framework in our lives to hold us 
up. We need the power of Christ. 

When a trial is finally over we see ourselves differently. We see that we are changed 
into something more beautiful than before. We heal from the cuts and burns, and relax. 
Maybe we even become a little prideful. But then a new trial comes our way, bigger than 
before. We feel broken, like our life has been shattered. 

 

Psalm 147:3: “He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.” 
 

Some stained glass windows are made of broken pieces of glass. An artist arranges 
those pieces in a beautiful pattern. This process takes time. The artist moves the pieces 
around until the proper pattern emerges. The broken pieces of glass don’t stand up by 
themselves. For a stained glass mosaic to be displayed, grout is needed to fill in all the 
little spaces between each piece of glass. Grout is muddy and messy. It’s spread over 
all the broken glass. 

More dirt! 

When the grout dries and the stained glass is clean, you see that what was once a pile 
of rubble is now a beautiful piece of art for all to enjoy. 
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Romans 8:28: “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” 

 

So often we feel pushed and shoved, like we are being tossed about, but what’s 
happening is all the pieces are being moved into the proper place, where they create a 
beautiful work of art. Then we must get dirty. There are times when it seems like life is 
that way. We don’t want to get dirty, but we have no choice. Remember that after the 
grout dries, the mosaic can stand on its own. Everyone can see the beauty created by 
broken pieces of colored glass. 

 

When we stop to look back at all the storms of life we notice that we are not the same 
as before these trials began. We’ve been dirtied, heated, agitated, shaped, cut, and 
burned, but in the process we’ve become something beautiful that lights up even 
brighter when the light of God shows through us.  

 

Go light your world!  

 

 

Matthew 5:14-15: “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 
hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it 

gives light to all in the house.” 


